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APRIL-MAY 2024 NEWSLETTER 

 Founded September 9, 1974; LONGEST CONTINUOUSLY OPERATING CHAPTER 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
- Pre-registration for GM on Display 
- 2024 Calendar of Events 
- Petroliana Collecting, Part 3     
- Rules for first NASCAR sanctioned race 
- 05 GTO Love     
- Chief’s Message 
- Odds and Ends 
- April tour info 
- March tour report 
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 -Carmen Dannunzio  41 Pontiac 
 -Terry Goodhile         77 TA, 06 GP 
 -John Headley            65 GTO 
 -Jack Oris                   69 LeMans 
 -Stephan Jimmo       70 Catalina Conv. 
 -Fred Shilling       70 GP SJ 
 

122 MEMBERS STRONG! 

Welcome New Members 

I'm sitting here thinking of Spring and the car season ahead of us and how much we have to 
look forward to.  Spring is certainly the time of renewal and the start of fun days ahead. Our 
own club has so many events planned in this, our 50th Club anniversary year.  Please review 
our calender in this newsletter and plan to participate in as many activities as you can.   

Start with our 45th annual "GM on Display" scheduled for June 2nd at the famous Magungie 
Memorial Park.  For me, the Fall Car Show in September will be the highlight of our celebra-
tion year.  Our Fall Car Show for our 50th year will be themed:    "COME BACK HOME."  

I would like to see as many members as possible come out to this show, hopefully with a car, 
but all members are asked to attend.  There will be special events for attendees with or with-
out a car.  Please put this event on your calendar for Sunday, September 29th at the Padre 
Pio National Shrine in Barto, PA.  

Again, we have an active club, but we need your participation to make the events really spe-
cial. Car shows, picnics, tours, parties, and the convention--but most of all, fellowship with 
other Pontiac (GM) folks. Review the calender in this newsletter or visit our web site, sign up 
for social media notifications on Facebook, Instagram and others to see what our club is do-
ing.  

We also have new tee shirts celebrating our club which you can review & purchase on our 
web site.  Tell your friends what Keystone is doing, and I hope to see you on the Car Show 
circuit this spring.  If not, see you down the road.  

Tom   
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05 GTO LOVE 
 
I'm sitting here reflecting on my 10 years plus ownership of a 2005 Pontiac GTO.  The story of 
how we (myself and car) began a relationship is both interesting and a good journey into my per-
sonal car history. 
 
I found out, as did many Pontiac fans around 2002, that Pontiac was bringing back the iconic 
GTO.  We all were anxious to hear and to see what, where when and how this car was going to 
be built, what it would look like, and when/how the fans of GTO would be able to order or buy this 
new style GOAT. 
 
I looked for reports and information on this car and finally it was announced that the 2004 model 
year would be its debut. I was so ready to go down to my local Pontiac dealer only to be remind-
ed by my better half that now is not a great time to add another car payment since little less than 
a year earlier I had purchased a 2004 Bonneville GXP 
(probably my favorite Pontiac car). 
 
I really did not put up too much of a fight as I was now hearing rumors of a newly mentioned re-
placement for the iconic Bonneville with yet another Holden product--the Pontiac G8.  With a 
paid off 04 GXP, I rushed down to the local Pontiac Dealer in early 2008 to buy a Torrid Red G8 
GT with all available options and a dual color red/onyx interior.  As mentioned in an earlier car bio 
published in our chapter newsletter, I regrettably sold that car after a very short period. 
 
So, I still did not have a GTO, and after selling my G8 my desire for a Holden only intensified. I 
needed to satisfy my Pontiac urges so I purchased a nice 2002 Grand Prix GT 40th Anniversary 
Edition (not a Holden, but another bucket list car). This is the first car I purchased on eBay. I had 
a few purchase issues, but all in all this is now my second favorite Pontiac. 

Again, this purchase did not 
diminish my desire to own a 
GTO. After an additional cou-
ple of years in and around the 
year 2013 my need (want) to 
own a GTO was now my fo-
cus. I started looking at what 
was available and what prices 
were being asked. 
My previous not so great ex-
perience with eBay was not 
going to be my first choice for 
purchasing a new acquisition.  
I really homed in on a person 
or dealer more locally. The 
local area to me was within 
200 miles from my Philadel-
phia home front.  I was really 
lucky to find a 2005 GTO with 
rare color code Midnight Blue 
Metallic about 100 miles away 
in Tom's River, New Jersey. 

Continued on next page 
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After several calls and emails requesting pictures and as much info the dealer could muster on this 
car, I decided on a cold rainy northeast day to drive the 100 miles or so to Tom's River, NJ, to visit a 
small used car dealer. The dealer was very helpful and allowed me and my wife (she reluctantly 
came along) to take the car for a nice long test drive.  It was a two-owner car with a certified 37,000 
plus miles on the clock.  The car was an automatic with no past issues but with some road rash that 
was acceptable to me for an 8-year-old car.  All systems were working, and it came with the      
owner’s manual, window sticker and a pretty thorough maintenance history. I was happy to see it 
was originally sold by a local Philadelphia dealer and only a short distance from my home Faulkner 
Pontiac. 
 
The asking price was very reasonable, and after some minor back and forth negotiations, I finally 
had the GTO I had wanted for almost 10 years since first hearing about the GTO comeback in 
2002. 
 
Since owning the car now for a little more than 10 years I have put on an additional 2000 miles or 
so, purchased some new Goodyear Eagle All-Season tires and a battery, but not much else. I enjoy 
going to local car shows and hope to bring it to a POCI convention soon.   Though it's not my      
favorite Pontiac, I still consider this GTO one of my best purchases knowing all of things that go  
into owning a piece of GM history with a Holden Australian made product. 
 
Please let me hear about your Holden's story and how it became part of your car history.  Thanks 
for reading my story and your continued support to POCI's APP Chapter. 
 
Tom Wright 
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2024 UPCOMING EVENTS 

GET EVENT INFO AND PRE-REGISTER AT THE CLUB WEBSITE—

www.kscpoci.org 

 

April 27, Saturday: Swigart Museum, details in this newsletter 
 

May 11, Saturday: Lou Calasibetta’s  Old Stillwater Garage event, details to follow 
 

June 2, Sunday: 45th GM on Display; Macungie Memorial Park,  Macungie, PA;    
 

June 15, Saturday: AACA museum car show       
                  
July 15-20: National Convention (52nd) – Springdale, Arkansas; www.poci.org 
 

July:  TBD 
 

August 4, Sunday: Club Day at Das Awkscht Fescht;  Pre-registration only by  
                   July 1, get form for Sunday at: www.awkscht.com 
 

Sept. 21, Saturday: Tour of Hallowell estate and collection 
 

Sept. 29, Sunday: ALL GM show, PADRE PIO SHRINE, Bally, PA  
 

October 19, Saturday:  To Scranton to visit Steamtown national historical site  
 

November 29, Friday: Black Friday Junk Yard Tour, see website for details. 
 

December 7, Saturday; Christmas Party, Bird-In-Hand Restaurant, 12:30-4 
 

January 25, 2025, Saturday: Membership Meeting, Bird-In-Hand Fire House; 11am start 
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APRIL TOUR DETAILS 

Our next tour will be held on Saturday, April 27, 2024.  We will visit the well-known       
William E. Swigart, Jr. auto museum, near Huntingdon, Pa.    It is located not far from Al-
toona, Pa., along Route 22, at 12031 William Penn Highway.    The museum opened in 1920, 
and is billed as America’s Oldest Antique Automobile Museum.    Please feel free to check 
their website at:  http://www.swigartmuseum.com for more interesting details.  They are the 
very proud owners of not one, but two Tuckers.   They own the original prototype used on 
the show circuit in 1947, which was hand built, and known as the TIN GOOSE.  They also 
own production model #1013 of the 51 cars built.  They have a large, diverse, and interesting    
collection of cars and auto memorabilia.  Plan to arrive at the museum around 10 AM, and 
tour the museum on your own.   About noon we will travel next door to the TOPS DINER 
for lunch, located at 12151 William Penn Highway.  We need to know how many people 
plan to attend, so we can make lunch arrangements.     

Please contact Ralph Keller BY APRIL 20th at 570-326-9237, 
or rjkeller203@gmail.com  with your reservation numbers. 

After lunch, Patricia Swigart has arranged for a private tour of the many antique vehicles her 
husband stored in several nearby buildings.   While those are not restored, it is a unique and 
interesting collection, well worth viewing.   This will be a fun-filled adventure you will     
enjoy.  Many thanks to Don Barlup, who is good friends with Pat Swigart, and also serves on 
the museum board of directors.  
 
NOTE: There will be NO on-line signup for this tour, you must contact Ralph directly by April 20th 
  
  

http://www.swigartmuseum.com/
mailto:rjkeller203@gmail.com
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MARCH  TOUR 

 
Our spring dust off was to Pottsville, Pa., where we toured the Yuengling brewery.   This is billed as 
the oldest brewery in America.    The Yuengling family came from Germany, settled in Pottsville, and 
opened the Eagle Brewery there in 1829.   Sadly, the brewery was destroyed by fire after only 2 
years.  In 1831, a new brewery was built nearby, but on the side of a hill, and that facility is still in use 
today.   The reason for this location was so underground caves could be excavated at the site, which 
remain at a constant temperature all year, and could be used to store beer while fermenting.   
 
Over the years, several additional production facilities have been established, and the result is that 
Yuengling beer is now available in 36 states.   The company continues to be family owned, and is cur-
rently headed by 5

th generation Dick Yuengling, and he is now 82 years of age.   When he retires, the 
operation will pass to the 6

th generation of the Yuengling family, consisting of Dick’s 4 daughters, who 
have grown up on the business, and they will become a first for being female owners of the brewery.   
 
The tours now leave from the old Yuengling Ice Cream building, across the street from the brewery.  
that was built during the prohibition era, to keep the business going during that difficult time.  The gift 
shop and tasting room have all been relocated there, from inside the production building, and is much 
more spacious.    The tour lasts about an hour, and goes through the old underground caves, to the 
various brewing and fermenting vats, and finally the packaging area, which currently only produces 
cans.  They do 4 actual brews per day.  Unfortunately, the facility was not running due to being a Sat-
urday, however, if you visit during the week, you can see everything in action.   After touring the pro-
duction area, visitors are escorted back across the street to the gift shop and tasting area.   Visitors 
receive 2 cups for samples of any of their brews, which are all on tap.  
 
After the tour, we stopped at a local Italian restaurant for an excellent lunch.  We had a total of 15 
members and guests join us for this first tour of the season. 
 
By Ralph Keller 

Click here to see all the photos: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/fjYU3KdiDuWnQBtU7 
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Continued on next page 
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NASCAR 1948 RULES 
(a bit like “run what ya brung”) 
Note the comment of rule #1 about  
hydraulic breaks 
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Editor:   
Richard Stover 
2314 Fonthill Ct. 
Langhorne, PA 19047 
kscpociinfo@gmail.com 

2023 and 2024 Officers and Directors: 
 
President: Tom Wright  
Vice President: Sandy Kemp 
Treasurer: Richard Stover 
Secretary:  Karen Britton 
Director: Ken Fernsler 
Director: Bill McIntosh 
Director: Jim Martin 
Director: Steven Martinez 
Director: Stephan Leibert 
Co-Activities Director: Ralph Keller 
Co-Activities Director: George Burbage 
Newsletter Editor: Richard Stover 
Chapter Historian: Ralph Keller 
Promotional Sales:  George & Amy 
   Burbage 
Display Board: Ken Fernsler 

Keystone State Chapter Membership Information 
For general information, contact Karen Britton at  

kscmembership@gmail.com 
 
For Pontiac-Oakland Club International information go to 

www.poci.org or email: pociworldhq@aol.com  
 

Annual POCI dues are $45.00 and includes a high quality 
color monthly magazine. 

 

Check out our web site:  www.kscpoci.org 

T 

T
 

Annual Chapter dues are $20.00 payable in January.   
It is recommended that you be a member of the P.O.C.I. 

along with being a member of the  
Keystone State Chapter.   

Pay on line at www.kscpoci.org or 
Send dues payable to KSC-POCI, c/o Sandra Kemp;  

1603 S. Main St.; Bechtelsville, PA 19505  

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE 
 
-June-July: May 15th 
-August-September: July 15th 
-October-November: September 15th 
-December-January: November 15th 

mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com

