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Jim Martin’s ‘26 Pontiac Landau Coupe 

Primary mode of  transportation 
in small towns in Guatemala—

called a TUKTUK. 
 

Jim’s ‘26 definitely rides better!! 



2  kscpociinfo@gmail.com         www.kscpoci.org March 2010 Pontiaction 

 

In early February for the second year in a row I joined 17 other people from my church to go on a 
medical mission trip to the Lake Atitilan area of Guatemala, 3 plus hours out of Guatemala City. 
With 4 docs and the rest of us to staff a pharmacy (remember the TV series MASH) we ran two 2-
day clinic/pharmacies in two villages on the lake.  Being a car guy it has been interesting to see 
how the people of the poorest country in Central America get around.  One of those ways in on the 
cover page.  Here’s another below.  It’s called “how many people can ride in or hang on to the 
back of a small Toyota pickup”?  They are everywhere and drive up and down the roads between 

 Presidents’ message; Mar - Apr. 
 
Wow! Where you having fun during this past winter? Shoveling snow, blowing snow, or just plain 
moving snow? It seemed that every time I needed to do something I had to shovel snow. That worked 
out to moving snow almost every day that there was depth to the snow on the ground. If you got to 
play in the snow and didn’t have to clean two 120+ ft. drives, and still like snow, good for you! 
 
At least I’m seeing signs of spring! I can almost see the grass in the yard. The birds and wild life 
know it’s spring, even if the weather doesn’t. So we’re getting together another great year of things 
to do with you’re Pontiac, Oakland or GMC of choice. Our Spring tour will probably have happened 
by the time you read this. GM on Display already has had flyers out since January. We are gearing 
up for our Spring Meet show at Freysinger Buick, GMC, a new venue for this show. 
 
The Spring Meet actually has a competitive edge. The Mid Atlantic Fiero club is hosting this event 
with us. The club with the most cars registered gets a trophy. Hence, the “Freysinger Cup Chal-
lenge” moniker. So everyone bring those cars out! We can always use volunteers to help with the 
parking of show cars and judging. You need no experience to be a judge or to park show cars. We 
hope to see you at our events. 
Steve 

towns picking up anyone willing to pay the equiva-
lent of a quarter.  The main form of long distance 
public transportation is a recycled and personalized 
school bus from the US.  Personalized means deco-
rated to suit the owner/driver’s taste.   The locals 
call them “Chicken Buses”.  A popular myth says 
they got that name because some of the riders would 
travel with their own chickens so they would not get 
stolen while they were away.  I say it’s because you 
don’t want to play chicken with them on the road. 
 In Guatemala City is organized chaos.  You see 
every type of car from way-past-scrap-heap Toyota 
to new Mercedes, with some good old fashioned 
American iron here and there.  Sorry, I did not see 
anything we would want to claim as our own. 

By Dick Stover 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

YOUR BEST SOURCE OF THE LATEST INFO IS THE  

CLUB WEBSITE—www.kscpoci.org 

March 20 (Sat.): Spring Tour, tentatively Washington Crossing—New Hope, PA.  Contact  
  Stephan Liebert 215-322-9636 or ligoatar@verizon.net     Current details:  
We will meet at the Bridge Cafe in Frenchtown NJ for breakfast 9:30 AM. We will drive down River rd. (Pa) to 
Sandcastle Winery for wine tasting and tour (if interested) Tour $10.00, includes tasting and glass, or tasting only, 
$5.00 with glass.  Then a drive down river towards New Hope Pa. Stops at Lumberville, and New Hope. Onward 
to Washington Crossing for a historic building tour(s) and the Washington Crossing Vineyard. Lunch will be in 
there around Lumberville or New Hope. Dinner at Washington Crossing. 

April 25:  GM on Display at Macungie, PA—contact Don Haley at 610-640-7464 
 
May 15 (Sat.): Spring meet at Freysinger in Mechanicsburg.  Joint meet with the  Mid- 
  Atlantic Fiero Owner’s Assn.; Contact Stephen Liebert at 215-322-9636 
  Check the website for the pre-registration form.  Registration starts at 9. 
 
June 19 (Sat.):  Mid-year membership meeting (11am) and fun event Pavilion ‘Q’ at  
  Knoebels Grove, Rt. 487 east of Elysburg, PA, west of Sunbury, PA; 
  Contact Ralph Keller 570-326-9237 
 
July 6-10: POCI National Convention—Charleston, WVA; check the POCI website: 
   www.poci.org 
 
Aug 6-8: Das Awkscht Fescht at Macungie, PA.  Club day is Sun. Aug. 8. 
  Contact Don Haley at 610-640-7464 or chiefpontiac1@aol.com 
 
Sept 9-11: Flathead Reunion, West Dover, VT, hosted by the Early Times Chapter 
  of POCI.  Check the website: www.earlytimeschapter.org 
 
Sept 26: Fall meet at AW Golden, Reading, PA.  Contact Frank Kemp at 610-367-6664 
  or fkemp@dejazzd.com 
 
Oct 16 or 23:  Fall driving tour—TBD 
 
Nov. 27 (Fri.): Junkyard tour, Friday after Thanksgiving—TBD; contact Stephen 
  Liebert at 215-322-9636 
 
Dec. 4: Christmas Party, Bird-In-Hand Family Restaurant, east of Bird-In-Hand, PA 
  on HY-340; 1-4 pm.  Contact Jim Martin 717-393-3031.  $15 to be paid 
  at the door.  RSVP no later than November 27 
 
Jan. 9, 2011: Board Meeting, 1pm, Bird-In-Hand Fire Company, Bird-In-Hand, PA near 
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My Two 1960 Pontiacs – Part 2 of 3, My 1960 Pontiac Bonneville Vista Hardtop 
by Bill McIntosh 

For the Love of Cars 
 
This is part two of my three-part story about my small, two-car collection of 1960 Pontiacs.  For those of you who did not read Part 
I, you will have to go back to the Winter 2009-2010 edition of Pontiaction, the Club's newsletter.  In Part 2 and in Part 3, I will re-
fer back to Part I as there are themes that connect all three parts. 
 
I have been in love with cars all my life.  As a kid, each fall when the new models came out, I would walk down to "dealer's row" in 
my hometown of Westfield, New Jersey.  There, I would go into each dealer, look at the new cars and pick up literature.  It seemed 
the salespeople didn't mind; maybe they thought I would convince my Dad to buy one of the new cars. 
 
As soon as I could, I bought my first car at the age of 13, even though I did not have a driver's license.  My first car, a truck actu-
ally, was a 1930 Model A Ford pickup.  From there and through college I bought, owned and sold a number of cars: 1948 Plymouth 
four-door, 1949 Oldsmobile with Hydra-matic, 1950 Dodge business coupe, 1952 Mercury convertible, 1956 Studebaker sedan 
with V8 and automatic transmission, Simca 1000, 1963 Pontiac Grand Prix.  Yes, I saved the best for last! 
 
I kept on acquiring, and, once gainfully employed following college, I tended to keep the cars I bought rather than selling them.  By 
the mid-1980s, I had a garage full of a half dozen cars and another half dozen stored in a bank barn.  Because of a job change and 
relocation, I regretfully had to liquidate my collection in 1987.  Everything was sold, lock stock and barrel. 
 
How I Found and Acquired the Bonneville  
 
For ten years thereafter I pursued my career and lived without any old, interesting cars.  Needless to say, I missed having a car or 
two in the garage to tinker with and, finally, I decided that I just had to have at least one old car.  It was 1996 and I was living in 
Lansdale, Pennsylvania.  I had been introduced to Art Skaroff -- one of the two owners of "Art & Mark's Auto" on Wood Street in 
Norristown.  Art was a graduate of mechanical engineering school and decided to work on cars rather than taking an office job.  He 
had a repair garage and a "Rent-A-Wreck" franchise.  I liked to visit the garage because of the wide range of unusual cars that he 
worked on.  I never knew what I would find.  One day while visiting, I told Art of my need to acquire and old car, something from 
the  mid-1950s to mid-1960s.  I asked that he keep an eye out and let me know if anything interesting turned up.  A couple of 
months later, Art called to say that I had to come down to the shop right away.  He had an interesting car that might be for sale.  He 
said, "come down, sit in the back seat and turn on the radio.  You have to do that for nostalgia reasons alone." 
 
As soon as I could arrange it, I headed out to Art and Mark's garage.  In the back, there it was, a 1960 Pontiac Bonneville Vista 
hardtop.  My thought was that it was a really, really big car.  Art handed me the keys and said I should take it out for a spin.  I got 
into the front seat and started the engine.  It sounded terrific.  After easing the Bonneville into drive, I headed out the overhead 
door.  Art shouted: "It's in for a new master cylinder, so you will have to pump the brakes!"  After a minor panic attack when the 
brake pedal went right to the floor, I regained my composure having discovered that with a few pumps on the pedal I actually had 
some brakes. 
 
I loved the size, color, big chrome bumpers and how easily the Bonneville drove in around the residential sections of Norristown.  
As a bonus, the car had only 62,000 original miles, all the original documents (including the dealer invoice) and, importantly, no 
one had worked on it and messed it up in the process.  I made up my 
mind to buy that Pontiac then and there.  Art said that the car be-
longed to the son of one of his customers.  He had just purchased the 
car from its original owner a few weeks ago, but his upcoming wed-
ding was forcing a quick sale.  I told Art that I would buy the car 
pending negotiation of a reasonable purchase price.  Art got me in 
touch with the young man, Stephen W. Maloney, who lived in 
Wayne.  Stephen was asking $3,000 (as I recall) for the Bonneville.   
I offered $2,800, and  he accepted.  So, in February of 1997,  
the deal was sealed, and I was now the proud owner of the  
Bonneville -- 37 years after it was delivered to the original owner.  

 

Continued on the next page 
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History of the Bonneville 
 
My Bonneville started life in the Wilmington, Delaware, assembly plant sometime in late fall of 1959 or early winter 1960.  Un-
fortunately, the data plate does not contain details of the date of manufacture.  It is also unclear whether or not this car was manu-
factured to a specific order or was manufactured for dealer inventory.  Nevertheless, the vehicle was delivered to State Street 
Pontiac Company, 640 East Gay Street, West Chester, PA.  The original owner, Mr. John E. Friel, R.D. #1, Malvern, Pennsyl-
vania, purchased the car for $4,342.05, which included sales tax of $134.76 and license and title fee of $7.50 (see picture of origi-
nal sales invoice). 
 
I was told that Mr. Friel purchased two 1960 Pontiacs (including this one) because he was so impressed with the performance of 
Pontiacs during the previous racing season.  This was confirmed by his owners' survey (see below).  Remember from Part 1, 
Pontiac performance on the track netted Pontiac three (3) NASCAR wins in 1958, one (1) in 1959, six (6) in 1960 and thirty (30) 
in 1961!  In the 1960 and 1961 seasons, sixteen (16) of the winners were 1960 Pontiacs!! 
 
As Mr. Friel grew old, he apparently sold one of the two Pontiacs.  He kept his Bonneville until he was no longer able to drive and 
reluctantly sold it.  Fortunately, Mr. Friel included in the sale an original 1960 Pontiac shop manual, the original sales invoice and 
most of his receipts for repairs and service of the Bonneville.  All of this material is still in my hands today. 
 
As part of the paperwork included with the Bonneville was an owners' survey (see accompanying picture) including a business 
reply envelope addressed to Mr. S. E. Knudsen, General Manager, Pontiac Motor Division.  You will recall from Part 1 that 
"Bunkie" Knudsen was largely responsible for the new performance image of Pontiac.  Also in that article was a picture of Bunkie 
behind the wheel of the 7,000,000 Pontiac, a Vista hardtop.  At any rate, it appears that Mr. Friel dutifully filled out the owners' 
survey but failed to drop it in the mail.  In addition to confirming that he had two 1960 Pontiacs, he also indicated the he had con-
sidered buying a Nash at the time he purchased the Bonneville.  Can you imagine, a Nash-Rambler instead of a Pontiac? 
 
From the file of paperwork I received with the car, it appeared that Mr. Friel was diligent about keeping up with repairs and ser-
vice.  The paperwork suggests that in 1972, 12 years after taking delivery, he had an unusually large number of repairs and mainte-
nance items, including a new muffler and tailpipe, a new battery, and a new brake cable.  Also, on November 4, 1972, the Bonne-
ville went into the body shop of J. Dolansky & Sons in Boyertown, Pennsylvania.  I wonder why Mr. Friel went so far from Mal-
vern to get the body work done?  The Bonneville had some "cancer" in the left front fender and left quarter panel.  These repairs 
were made and the car was repainted with correct original colors.  
 
Technical Details and Specifications 
 
My Bonneville was painted two-tone, Stardust Yellow (Code M) with a Shelltone Ivory (Code C) roof.  The interior was fitted 
with an all Morrokide interior (as opposed to a combination of fabric and Morrokide) and it is tri-colored, brown/beige/white. 
 
As with most Bonneville's, mine came from the factory reasonably  
well equipped with: 

· Hydra-Matic automatic transmission 

· Wonder-Touch power steering 

· Wonder-Touch power brakes 

· The Tempest 425 V-8 with 4-barrel  
       carburetor 

· Pontiac issued floor mats 

· Electric clock 

· Electric power antenna 

· Remote control mirror 

· Manual heater and defroster 

· White sidewall tires 

· Dual speed wipers and windshield  
       washers 

· Back-up lights 

· Rear speaker 

· AM push-button radio 

· Padded dashboard Continued on the next page 
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As to specifications, the Bonneville is a very large car -- almost 18-1/2 feet long, not quite 7 feet wide (80"), but quite low to the 
ground with a overall height of 54.8 inches.  The Bonneville was built with the larger 124" wheelbase, and it had a track of 64" 
front and back.  Front suspension featured fully independent design, coil springs and tube shock.  Rear suspension was a "link" 
design with coil springs and tube shocks.  This Bonneville car is equipped with the Tempest 425 engine with 4-barrel carburetor 
and Hydra-Matic transmission.  The engine is rated at 303 horsepower, and 425 foot pounds of torque (this the "425" in its name).  
Compression ratio is a high 10.25 to 1.  It was originally equipped with single exhaust, but dual exhausts were fitted when I bought 
the car.  Axle ratio is 3.08 to 1.  An optional performance ratio was available from the factory at 3.23 to 1, and dealer's could in-
stall ever higher ratios of 3.64 to 1 and 3.90 to 1. 
 
Getting the Bonneville Ready to Cruise 
 
Once I acquired the Bonneville, I decided that my goal for the car was to make it a respectable "driver."  With only 60,295 miles 
on the odometer (and these cars bringing only modest prices), I could not justify a complete restoration.  At the time, I had only a 
small, single garage and was not prepared to do the work necessary to make the Bonneville roadworthy and reliable.  I asked Art if 
he would be willing to keep the car and work on it only when his other business was slow -- essentially, using it as a "filler" pro-
ject for reduced repair rates.  He agreed under the condition that I chase down all the necessary parts.  Over the next couple of 
months, Art and Mark completed all the mechanical work, which included: 
 

· Engine tune up 

· Carb tune up 

· Rebuilt suspension: new bushings, springs and shocks 

· Complete new brakes, new wheel cylinders (including  
        leaking master) and hoses 

· New exhaust system 

· All new belts and hoses 

· Flushing cooling system 

· Rebuilding wiper motor and replacing switch 
· Changing ATF and filter 
 
Once in my hands, I did the necessary cosmetic work including: 
 

· New carpet and kick panels 

· New padded dash 

· Refurbished rear hat shelf 

· Replaced some welting 

· Installed new trunk gasket and lining 

· New radial tires and repainted wheels 
· And lots and lots of cleaning and polishing 
 
In the category of "gilding the lily," I replaced the stock wheel covers 
with spinner type wheel covers, installed a Wonderbar radio and  
Pontiac accessory under-dash trash receptacle. 
 
Now What to Do? 
 
We have enjoyed our Bonneville for 13 years now.  Indeed, of all the old cars in my garage, the original "get me back in the car 
business" Bonneville is my wife's favorite.  The big question is what do I do with the car now?  While the car shows quite well, the 
engine bay is in the identical condition as Mr. Friel left it, with the exception of the mechanical/safety work done in 1997.  The 
paint and body work is presentable but has some serious flaws on close inspection.  The chrome and stainless are good-to-
excellent, but the front bumper could use a re-plating.  The interior is very nice and largely original.  The least attractive part of the 
car has to be the engine bay.  So, once I get the Safari wagon up and running, I think that will be the first major work to be done on 
the Bonneville since it was brought home over 13 years ago. 
 

Stay tuned for Part 3 
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Canadian Pacific RR ‘47 Caddie Rail Inspection Car 

See the club photo gallery on the club web site:  
www.kscpoci.org then select Photo Gallery  

and pick your event 

Canadian Pacific RR ‘38 Buick Rail Inspection Car 
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Officers and Directors: 
- President: Steve Liebert 
- Secretary: Richard Stover 
- Co-activities Director: Don Haley 
- Co-activities Director: Ed Loos 
- Promotional Sales: Steve Liebert 
- Display Board: Marlin Guigley 
- Newsletter Editor: Rosemary Haley 
- Vice President: Scott Shuman 
- Treasurer:  Rick Harding 
- Director: Marlin Guigley 
- Director: Jim Martin 
- Director: Merle Wright 
- Director: Jeff Reich 
- Chapter Historian: Bill Stephenson 

Keystone State Chapter Membership Information 
For general information, contact Richard Stover at  
kscpociinfo@gmail.com 
 
 
Annual Chapter dues are $15.00 payable in January, 2010.  You 
must be a member of POCI National FIRST before joining a 
chapter.  Send dues payable to KSC-POCI, c/o Rick Harding; 
314 Reinholds Rd.; Denver, PA 17517  
 
For Pontiac-Oakland Club International information 
write:  POCI; P.O. Box 9569; Bradenton, FL  34206; or 
call:    941-750-9234 
 
Annual POCI dues are $31.00 and include a monthly magazine. 

Mailing Label 

 
 

Postage 

Return Address:  Richard Stover 
262 Watergate Dr. 
Langhorne, PA 19053 

Tape 
T

ape 

 
KEEP ‘EM ON THE ROAD 


